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beyond national boundaries and include peoples of different races am
nations. For example, we speak of a Slavic culture or a Germanic
culture, referring to that intangible something which may have \i*
background in common history or a common language, and which
serves to create common interests or common, customs among the
peoples of the group. Or again, group self-consciousness may take the
form of national self-consciousness, and be confined within the limits
of a single nation. Thus in France are to be found representatives of
almost every racial group in Europe; and yet these peoples have been
so bound together by proximity, by a common language, and by histori-
cal events that they have been fused into a unified group which shows
common reactions to certain environmental influences. This group self-
consciousness is no less important than racial characteristics, and it
will be dealt with in the discussion of religion and languages, and taken
up in more detail as the individual states are considered.

THE RELIGIONS OF EUROPE

Religion is an almost universal force which influences many of
man's activities. Consequently it has frequently played a part in his
relations with his environment. While there is no agreement as to the
exact part so played by the various religions of the world, yet sufficient
is known to make a brief survey of the religions of Europe valuable
from a geographical point of view.

Christianity dominates Europe, and is almost the universal religion
of that continent except in the Balkan Peninsula and southern Europe,
where portions of the population are Mohammedan. However, the
Mohammedan population is small and relatively unimportant in Europe,
although it dominates in Asia Minor and northern Africa. The Chris-
tians of the continent are in turn divided into three major groups,
Protestants, Roman Catholics and Greek Orthodox. The Protestant
strength centers in the nations bordering the North and Baltic Seas,
such as Great Britain, The Netherlands, northern and central Germany,
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Esthonia and Latvia. The Greek
Orthodox religion dominates in Russia, Rumania and the Balkan
States. The present anti-religious agitation in Russia has weakened the
strength of this church in that area, but it is impossible, as yet, to tell
whether this condition will be permanent. Most of the rest of Europe is
Roman Catholic in faith. The chief Catholic countries are Spain,
Portugal, France, Belgium, Ireland, Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia,
Poland and Lithuania. The only other religious group consists of the